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Chairman’s Introduction
Welcome to your Branch newsletter, as I am sat typing this short
note, in some beautiful Easter
sunshine. I believe the brighter
weather and longer days makes
us feel generally better and perhaps more optimistic about our
futures?
The nicer weather also provides
us with the opportunity to choose
to sit outside our favourite pubs
and enjoy a pint of real ale or
cider, rather than being compelled by COVID 19 regulations to
sit out there and shiver!
I have noticed that those pubs
that were able to manage and
maintain their businesses by expanding outdoor covered seating,
offering takeaway food and beverages and even community
shopping, have bounced back
well. Elements of the new business model developed by entrepreneurial landlords, has in most
cases been retained to some degree and I sometimes really enjoy
sitting outside, especially when
you can soak up some evening
sunshine, whilst enjoying a drink
and a tasty meal in the garden.
When you are next thinking about
a destination for a drink, or a meal
with friends, family, or just taking
the opportunity to explore some
of our wonderful West Suffolk
pubs, please don’t forget to reach
for your CAMRA Good Beer
Guide and choose one of the outstanding pubs listed there. If you
haven’t had a chance lately, to
have a read of your Good Beer
Guide, you may be surprised at
the information available? You
can find not just the details of
those pubs you may choose to
visit, but also interesting information about the ciders, ales, and
breweries you are indirectly supporting by visiting our pubs.
I hope you are looking forward to

the Summer and decide to join
me at some of your CAMRA
Branch events, especially the
30th East Anglian Beer & Cider
festival, to be staged in St Edmundsbury Cathedral (find details on our Branch website),
where you may also decide to be
part of our Festival Volunteer
Team… the volunteers are a really
friendly bunch and I am sure you
will have great fun too!
I look forward to meeting more of
you soon, so cheers for now!
Chris.

Chris Bailey
WSC Chair
Branch News
Branch Programme
Wednesday 18th May - 'Festivale'
launch with Mauldons Brewery at
Stanningfield Red House.
Tuesday 14th to 19th June - East
Anglian Beer & Cider Festival On
the 14th there will be Members
preview evening with FREE admission.
Wednesday 13th July - Brewery
and BBQ Evening (Venue TBC Details in the next edition of the
newsletter)
Saturday 10th September Branch Borders Stumble, visiting
Thurston Fox & Hounds, Pakenham Fox, Ixworth, Greyhound,
Bardwell Grumpy Goat, Hopton
Vine, Garboldisham Fox, Redgrave Chequers & Starwing
Brewery for Hogs & Hops event.
Meet The Dove 11am or Thurston
F&H by train at 11:32. Return will
by 10pm.
Wednesday 12th October Branch 'Club of the Year' presentation evening - venue TBC
Continued

30th East Anglian Beer
& Cider Festival
St Edmundsbury
Cathedral
14-19 June 2022
Thanks to the Dean and Chapter
of St Edmundsbury Cathedral the
beer festival will return to the
cathedral in June.
The festival will have over 250
real ales & ciders plus craft beer,
gin and bottle bars. For our Pearl
Anniversary we will present 30
award winning beers in a dedicated ‘Pearl’ bar with 30 Beers
for 30 Years!
Entry to weekday daytime
sessions will be free and CAMRA
members also qualify for free
entry to a Tuesday evening preview session, in addition to other
member benefit packages. NonCAMRA members can join on site
to take advantage of these benefits.
Chargeable evening sessions are
supported by a comprehensive
entertainment programme including:
• Beatles & Queen Tribute Acts
on Friday/Saturday
• ‘Last night of the Proms’ Friday
evening finale in the Cathedral
nave!
• Plus a variety of musical artists
throughout the week
For ticket information please
contact
festival@westsuffolk.camra.org.
uk

Martin Bate,
Beer Festival Organiser

News
Wednesday 16th November Branch AGM and Quiz night
Venue TBC.
Saturday 17th December - Bury
St Edmunds Xmas Stumble.
Route and timing TBC

Following the success of the
evening Roughacre have new
opening hours. The shop and Tap
room are open together Friday
to Saturday from 12 to 8pm and
on Sunday from 12 to 6pm.

Nethergate

Pub of the Month
For May/June will be the Red
House in Stannigfield. We will
present the award on the 18th
May at the ‘Festivale’ event. All
are welcome, why not come
along?

Pub of the Year 2022
The Dove in Bury St Edmunds

News
Roughacre Clare
On a chilly and misty night at the
end of January, several publicans
and a bevy of CAMRA members
braved the elements to attend
the Roughacre Brewery event in
Clare. The event introduced
Roughacre to the local members
and several local publicans. West
Suffolk CAMRA also took the opportunity to present Simon from
the Brook inn Cornard with his
Pub of the Month Banner. Pictured below
James Sheen from We Love Bury
St Edmunds came along to cover
the event. You can watch his
video here.

Nethergate continue to expand
their operations and have recently launched a third gin, Mayfair Lady, to add to their range.
They also have a new Cider and
their Venture Point Five low alcohol beer won Bronze in the National SIBA competition and
Gold in the regional competition.
The Nethergate shop in Bury St
Edmunds, now has a tasting bar
and a member’s lounge upstairs.
The shop is located a few doors
along from the Nutshell in Bury
St Edmunds. The newly opened
lounge is pictured below.

Mauldons New Beer
Charity Donation

and

Mauldons have brewed a new
beer, Petty Putin, with profits
from the sale of the beer beingdonated to the Disasters Emergency Committee to aid the
humanitarian efforts in Ukraine.

They also hired a shipping container and launched an appeal to
donate items for refugees in
Ukraine. The container was
quickly filled and sent on its way,
Mauldon’s are now considering
repeating the appeal. You can
donate to the DEC Ukraine appeal here.

Belgian Style Beer Bar for
Bury
René van den Oort, who runsBeautiful Beers in St John’s
Street Bury St Edmunds, has recently been granted planning
permission to open a family-run
Belgian-style bar to central Bury
St Edmunds.
The bar will be in St Andrew’s
Street South in The Old Stable
House and will offer a ‘Continental-style’ atmosphere, with most
beers offered in smaller sizes.
The Bar is rumoured to be opening in mid May. We wish Rene
every success and hope to carry
a report on the opening in a future newsletter.

Flying Fortress to
Re-Open ?
Greene King have said they are
committed to reopening the Flying Fortress pub in Moreton Hall,
Bury St Edmunds. A Greene King
spokesperson said: “We remain
committed to investing in the
Flying Fortress once the housing
development around the pub has
been completed and it’s great to
see construction progressing.
Continued

News
"Once it is all completed we can the Octagon Centre, University of
begin looking at timescales for re- Sheffield. See you there!
furbishing and reopening the pub
for the Moreton Hall community.” Beautiful Beers Ukraine
Watch this space!

Promotion

CAMRA AGM and Members’
In association with craft beer imWeekend
porters Euroboozer, Beautiful
This year’s CAMRA AGM was held
in the Winter Gardens in Eastbourne. This was the first face to
face AGM and conference since
Dundee in 2019 and was well attended, with delegates keen to resume discussion in person. There
were several interesting motions
for debate, including a motion
brought by the National Executive to withdraw the offer of life
memberships to CAMRA. These
were to be withdrawn with immediate effect. This proved to be
a contentious motion, with several delegates arguing for and
against. The NE argument that life
membership was not financially
viable, with some describing long
standing life members as a ‘financial drain’ on the Campaign.
Needless to say, this did not go
down well with several of the life
members! The motion was eventually defeated and so life memberships are still being offered.
(For now!)

Beers are currently promoting a
selection of beers from Varvar
Brewery, Kyiv, Ukraine. The promotion will support the Ukrainian
and British Red Cross humanitarian efforts in Ukraine and help
people by providing warm
clothes, food, medicines and temporary re-location.
All profits of beer sales from Varvar Brewing will be donated to
this worthy cause.

Beer and Bus Bash to Sudbury

West Suffolk CAMRA had our first
trip since lockdown with a trip in
the Minibus from Bury St Edmunds to Sudbury & Cornard via
Horninger and Brent Ely on the
return leg. The day started at the
Stanningfield Red House for
breakfast before moving onto Nethergate in Long Melford where
we enjoyed a pint or two in the
glorious sunshine in their lovely
garden.. It was a chance for us to
try the award winning low alcohol
beer Venture Point Five which
For a full list of how each motion was well received, especially by
faired please follow this link.
our driver Martin!
CAMRA’s AGM, Conference and We then moved onto our recent
Members’ Weekend 2023 will Pub of the Month, the Brook Inn
take place from 21 to 23 April in
The main hall at the Winter Gardens Eastbourne
during mid morning break at the AGM

CAMRA members enjoy
a pint at Nethergate

in Cornard where Bar Manager
Kay put on a buffet to celebrate
St Georges Day. The buffet went
down well and accompanied the
five cask ales on the bar. Our next
venue was Mauldon’s Brewery Tap
in Sudbury which gave us a
chance to present Landlord
Johnny with his Cider Pub of the
Year award. It was good to see
dark beer on the bar with the
Blackberry Porter going down
very well with several members.
Some of us then took the Opportunity to explore other pubs in
Sudbury before returning to the
Tap for the bus home. We then
called at the Brent Eleigh Cock,
which is a CAMRA heritage pub

WSC members Matt & Simon raise a
glass as Tap Landlord Johnny
receives his award.

and is a real gem of a pub, before
calling at the Manger in Bradfield
Combust for a meal. We finished
off the day at the Dove in Bury St
Edmunds. Our thanks go to our
bus driver Martin who, once
again, stayed dry so that we can
enjoy our beer!

News
The Dean and I
Beer Festival Organiser, and WSC
Vice Chair Martin Bate, accompianied by WSC member Andrew
Land caught up with the Very
Reverend Joe Hawes, Dean of St
Edmundsbury. Extracts from their
Q & A session are below.
How did you end up in Bury St
Edmunds?
I was a parish priest for 30 years,
most recently in Fulham, and felt
it was time to move on. The post
of Dean at the cathedral was a
good match to my skill set.
As a result of last year's beer festival a tiny minority accuse you of
turbulence. How do you react to
that?
While I very much sympathise
with those who have experienced
problems with alcohol, it remains
that the Church of England is not
a teetotal organisation; wine,
alongside bread, is at the centre
of Christian ceremony. Beer and
wine were made on this very site
by monks.
But why a beer festival?

ing as a very large, ornate community hub – you can have some
great conversations in a cathedral.

Snippets

What did you most enjoy about
last year's festival?
The general buzz, the music and
the conversation. A highlight was
meeting brewers who were so
passionate about their beer and
really wanted everyone to try it.
What sort of beer do you enjoy
yourself?
Anything black so mild, stout,
Porter. I'm also very partial to a
black IPA. Probably my favourite
from last year was Peggotty's
Porter from Mauldons.
What are you most looking forward to about the 2022 festival?
More of the same, with a few
tweaks here and there – you'll
have to come along to see what
they are. The festival brings so
many people into the town and
creates a wonderful atmosphere.
Last year people were stopping
me in the street to tell me how
much they'd enjoyed it. I loved
that!

I think it's exactly the sort of thing
a cathedral should be doing. We
are always eager to see new
people coming through the doors
and the festival did just that. Time
and again I heard “I've never been
in here before”. Think of the build-

Volunteers Needed
The scale of our Beer festival
means that we need dozens of
volunteers to make the magic
happen. Volunteers may nominate
a local charity or good cause to receive a share of the festival profits.
In 2021 we raised over £20,000 for
local good causes.
To volunteer please complete the
online volunteer form here, or
download a form from the festival
website here.Please lend us a few
hours of your time to help make
the 30th festival the best yet!

Podcast
The CAMRA podcast Pubs. Pints.
People. Has returned to the airwaves. It kicks off a new season by
going “on tour” around the
country to shine a spotlight on
CAMRA
branches
and
volunteers. In the first episode the
team travel to Newcastle to report
on the CAMRA Newcastle Beer
and Cider Festival. You can find
the latest episode here.

Branch Oﬃcers
Your Branch Officers are:
Chair – Chris Bailey chairman@westsuffolk.camra.org.uk
Vice Chair – Martin Bate vicechair@westsuffolk.camra.org.uk
Secretary – Paul Cooper secretary@westsuffolk.camra.org.uk
Treasurer – Andy Parrett treasurer@westsuffolk.camra.org.uk
Pubs Officer – Dan Heath pubs_officer@westsuffolk.camra.org.uk
Membership Secretary – membership@westsuffolk.camra.org.uk
Webmeister & I.T – Mike Shave
webmaster@westsuffolk.camra.org.uk
Newsletter Editor – Peter Phillips
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